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THE LIBRARIAN AND THE COUNSELOR 


by 
Hubert W. Houghton 
Associate Education Supervisor, Guidance 


Counselors, as our school guidance personnel are titled, and li- 
brarians have one common attribute -- they must frequently respond above 
and beyond the call of duty. In the main, their response is complete 
and cheerful, whether the task be broached to them as existing upon the 
periphery of their normal duties, as a related or implied function, or 
in the fine print of their contracts. Trespassing upon their good nature 
and offices, I, by this article, am guilty of imposing upon them an ad- 
ditional chore, though, if it removes the sting, a cooperative enterprise- 
that of cliché-checking. 

To offset any onus, I hasten to note that this is not an unpleasant 
undertaking, for clichés are usually and with justification held in ab- 
horrence. Their dullness can cause speedy repulsion; their stereotypy 
can lead to quick listener satiety. Above all, clichés, upon utterance, 
seem to carry an automatic release from any attendant action, no matter 
how pressing. The focus here, moreover, is directed toward only one 
truism and the prevention of its assumption of cliche status. Finally, 
it is a legitimate project for librarians and counselors, if considered 
in the light of their basic objectives and of adoption already as an 
undertaking by many, either individually or cooperatively. 

America must conserve and use effectively all her human resources, 
with particular attention to her youthful ones. This must never become 
a hackneyed, trite expression, with apathy and inactivity consequent 
upon its proclamation. Any such tendency mst be promptly forestalled 
and librarians ard counselors must together become the "cliché-checkers." 

Conservation and effective use of youthful resources are dependent 
largely upon early and optimal educational, vocational and personal- 
social-emotional development of the individual. The counselor has direct 
responsibility for the educational and vocational areas, although he needs 
the help, among others, of the school and community librarians. One re- 
search study now in progress shows that teen-agers are turning elsewhere, 
e@.g., to peer group, parents, for advice in the personality area, but 
reading resources of this character must be ever present and ever ready 
for youth. What then should librarians and counselors do? 

Vocationally, counselors can maintain an occupational file in the 
guidance office; school and community librarians can have both occupa- 
tional files and bookshelves or job corners. Duplications frequently 
occur. This is not unhealthy. The feared unwholesome feature is rather 
that the left hand does not know what the right hand is doing. The 
counselor does not know thoroughly the books, pamphlets, monographs and 
periodicals on occupations available in the school and local library; 
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the librarian is not completely familiar with the guidance occupational 
file, its location, its arrangement or its content. If there is such 
knowledge, correct referrals of students can be made by all parties. 

If budgetary limitations exist, the counselor may be able to purchase 
one occupational item and the librarians, another. What sort of voca- 
tional information, you ask, should be available to youth — minimally, 
occupations in fact and story and representative of all levels in the 
world of work; occupations in greatest demand locally; occupations in 
which there is frequent expression of interest by students; national, 
state and local employment trends; occupations destined for growth; 
correct methods of job choice, finding, getting and adjustment; federal 
and state labor laws; services of legitimate agencies concerned with 
employment and worker welfare; apprenticeship opportunities and require- 
ments. It is important also that occupational material be selected by 
adequate criteria, such as that established by the Occupational Research 
Section of the National Vocational Guidance Association, that its exist- 
ence, availability and location be known to youth, teachers and parents, 
and that it be periodically sifted to ferret out outmoded and thus in- 
accurate data. 

Educationally, counselors and school and local librarians must both 
have catalogs and bulletins of advanced educational institutions of all 
types, e.g., college, university, trade, technical, business. All such 
institutions in the State must be included as well as those of surround- 
ing states to which students are eligible for admission and which past 
graduates have entered. The library and guidance office should both 
have educational directories, although perhaps not the same ones, so 
that basic data are available on many colleges and universities, trade 
and technical schools, and reputable correspondence courses. Students 
should be able to find in both the guidance office and the library in- 
formation on scholarships, loan funds and orientation to advanced educa- 
tional life. A collection of materials on "how-to-study" will be wel- 
comed by pupils more than one would anticipate. Librarians and coun- 
selors should be familiar with each other's materials and should assume 
responsibility for keeping their respective data current and accurate. 

Upon the revelation of the resources sought by teen-agers in the 
personal-social-emotional area according to the aforementioned research 
project (in progress), counselor and librarian roles may be different 
than presumed. Their functions would seem to devolve in part upon prepa- 
ration of book lists for pupils with reference to physical, emotional, 
social, moral and intellectual development and procurement of appropri- 
ate representative books and booklets, geared to various age and maturity 
levels. Referral to reputable sources and agencies of assistance may be 
the province of both, if they are confronted with such query. 

Conservation and effective use of America's human resources, particu- 
larly its youthful ones, will thus be spared the appellation or character 
of a cliché by appropriate individual and joint action of librarians, 
whether school or community, and guidance personnel in the vocational, 
educational and personal realms of the pupil. Youth maximal development 
will in the final analysis depend largely upon whether, figuratively 
speaking, the library and the guidance office are adjacent, adjoining 
or preferably contiguous, for contiguity properly applies to objects 
that touch along a considerable part. The librarian and counselor must 
work hand in hand to achieve the maximum for our young people. 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section -= Laura E. McDowell 
Florence Boochever, Editor Melvin G. Reed 


Nonfiction 


Y *Acheson, D.G. A Democrat looks at his party. Harper. $3. 
Partisan and controversial in the best sense, this timely book by 
the Secretary of State in the Truman administration explains his 
political loyalty, offering for Americans of all affiliations a 
fair appraisal of his party's achievements and a cogent review of 
domestic and foreign issues. 329 


Attwood, William. Still the most exciting country. Knopf. $2.75. 
Bright, observant report of a three-months' trip around the U.S.A. 
on assignment from Look magazine, giving provocative if not pro- 

found impressions, gathered from all kinds of people. 917.3 


Bacharach, Bert. Right dress; success through better grooming. 
A.S. Barnes. $1.50. 


Covering every phase of selecting, wearing and caring for suits, 
hats and haberdashery, a men's fashion expert gives practical, up- 
to-the-minute suggestions and facts for men of all ages. Drawings, 
charts. Index. 687.11 


Bestor, A.E. The restoration of learning; a program for redeeming 
the unfulfilled promise of American education. Knopf. $6. 

The forthright author of Educational wastelands (1953) lucidly ex- 
amines the direction of leading educationists protesting against 

prevalent anti-intellectual and anti-democratic philosophy and of-~ 
fering specific proposals for educational change. Index. 370.973 


YP *Botkin, B.A. ed. A treasury of Mississippi river folklore .Crown.$5. 
RH Continuing the well-known series of regional anthologies, this is 
a rich, well-arranged collection of "stories, ballads, traditions 
and folkways of the mid-American river country" (subtitle). Draw- 
ings. Indexes. 398 


Ciardi, John. As if; poems new and selected. Rutgers. $3.50. 
Striking modern verse on many themes -- love, war, music, nature. 
Adult . 811 ° 5 


Clymer, J.F. Henry's wonderful Model T,1908-1927 .McGraw-Hill.$5.95. 
Photographs, diagrams, cartoons, contemporary advertisements, jokes, 
songs and lively text attractively and nostalgically reconstruct a 

dashing era of automobile history. Quarto. 629.2 
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YP *Cuneo, Ernest. Life with Fiorello; a memoir. Macmillan. $4. 

RH With appreciation and insight, LaGuardia's law clerk during the 
depression years and intimate friend portrays the tempestuous 
politician and brilliant lawyer who fought valiantly for the under- 
privileged. Photographs. B or 92 


YP *Day, Beth. The little professor of Piney Woods. Messner. $2.95. 

RH “The story of Professor Laurence Jones" (subtitle), who courageously 
established a one-room school for backwoods Mississippi children in 
1909, now the Piney Woods Country Life School, serving 500 colored 
and white students in 1954. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


YP *Deen, Mrs Edith. All the women of the Bible. Harper. $4.95. 

RH Unique and fascinating study, containing concise, dramatic biogra- 
phies of more than 50 familiar characters, alphabetically arranged 
sketches of "women in the background" and a classified, chronological 
list of unnamed groups. Bibliography, index. 220.9 


De Voto, B.A. The easy chair. Houghton. $4. 
Thought-provoking, highly individual articles, all but seven re- 
printed from the late historian's department, "The Easy Chair," in 


Harper's Magazine. Notes. 814.5 


YP *Durant, John, & Durant, Mrs Alice. Pictorial history of American 
RH Presidents. A.S. Barnes. $10. 
Beautifully printed quarto, with portraits, photographs, prints and 
cartoons, and lively text giving biographical data and significant 
events in each President's administration. Chronology, facts, 
elections chart. B or 92 


Edman, Irwin. The uses of philosophy; an Irwin Edman reader; ed. 

by Charles Frankel. Simon & Schuster. $3.50. 

Excellent selection of personal and critical essays and some verse 
by the late philosopher, teacher and writer, exemplifying his urban- 
ity, wit and erudition. 191.9 


Edwards, J.D. The immortal woodshed; the story of the inventor who. 
brought aluminum to America. Dodd. $3.50. 

Absorbing biography of Charles M. Hall of Oberlin, Chio, whose patent- 
ed process for producing aluminum laid the foundations of a great 
industry. Photographs and sketches. B or 92 


YP *Egbert, Lyn, & Barnet, Ruth. Free brush designing. Lothrop. $3.95. 
RH An inviting "work book" with exercises and illustrations arranged 
to help everyone toward artistic achievement. Quarto. Index. 741 


YP Ernst, M.L. Utopia 1976. Rinehart. $3.50. 

RH Extending present trends logically until the bicentennial of American 
independence, a well-known lawyer optimistically and provocatively 
depicts our future in terms of increased and better production, more 
leisure and higher culture for all. 321 


YP *Eunson, Robert. The Pearl King; the story of the fabulous Mikimoto. 
RH Greenberg. $3.95. 
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How the late Japanese noodle peddler achieved fame and fortune by 
his production of cultured pearls is affectionately and excitingly 
told by the chief of the Tokyo Associated Press Bureau. Photographs. 


B or 92 


Even, David. Encyclopedia of the opera. Wyn. $7.50. 

A most valuable source book, alphabetically arranged, including 
stories of more than 100 operas, "who's who" of opera characters, 
history, biographical material, sources and special articles. Pro- 
nunciation guide. R782.1 


PR *Friedman, Theodore, & Gordis, Robert, eds. Jewish life in America. 
H Horizon. $4. 
Rabbis, teachers, editors and writers contribute enlightening chap- 
ters on many phases of American Jewish culture. Index. 296 
YP *The synagogue and its people, by Desider Holisher (Abelard-Schuman. 
RH $4.50. 296.6) pictures diverse aspects of Jewish ceremonies, ex- 
Pplaining their historical significance and modern activities emanat- 
ing from the house of worship. 


Greenberg, D.B. & Greenberg, Mrs M.G. The shopping guide to Mexico, 
Guatemalaa and the Caribbean, also Bermuda, Nassau, and Panama. 
Greenberg. $3.75. 


As in The shopping guide to Europe (1954), the authors give expert 
advice on the specialties and best buys in each country. 917. 2 


YP *Higgins, Marguerite. Red plush and black bread, Doubleday. $4. 


R The Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist spent ten weeks traveling in 
the Soviet countries and this colorful report of her experiences pro- 
vides a "better understanding of the new pattern" and its meaning for 
the rest of the world. Endpaper map, photographs. 914.7 


Howe, Marvine. The Prince and I. Day. $3.50. 

During five years in Morocco, first as companion to the French com- 
mandant's children and later as a radio commentator, an American girl 
counted among her friends the Sultan's oldest son anc this entertain- 
ing report of gay social events includes timely comment on the Moroccan 
crisis. 964 


Johnson, Irving, & others. Yankee's people and places. Norton. $5. 
With 23 aboard, the Johnsons took the "Yankee" on their sixth world 
cruise in 1953 and this is a lively account of experiences at sea and 
in colorful lands. Maps, photographs. Appendix. 910.4 


Jones, J.M. The fifteen weeks (February 2l-June 5, 1947) .Viking.$3.75. 
Firsthand view, by a former State Department staff member, of the 
workings of our government in crisis and of the part played by our 
leaders in launching the Marshall Plan. Appendix, index. 327.73 


Kazin, Alfred. The inmost leaf. Harcourt. $4.75. 

"A selection of essays" (subtitle), dealing candidly and perceptively 
with writing and writers ranging from Dostoevsky, Proust and Kafka to 
Thoreau, Fitzgerald and Faulkner. 801 
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YP *Keith, Mrs A.N. Bare feet in the Palace. Little. $5. 

R With a light touch, the author of Three came home sensitively re- 
cords impressions of life in the Philippines during 1953, revealing 
an understanding of native problems and faith in President Magsay- 
say's program for the people. Drawings. 919.14 


Keller, H.A. Teacher: Anne Sullivan Macy. Doubleday. $3.50. 

"A tribute by the foster-child of her mind" (subtitle) to the cre- 

ative intelligence and timely human quality" of a remarkable woman. 
B or 92 


Knoerr, A.W. & Lutjen, G.P. Prospecting for atomic minerals. 
McGraw-Hill. $3.95. 

"How to look for and identify atomic ores, stake and protect a 
claim, evaluate and sell your minerals" (subtitle), with basic 
information on equipment, supplies, maps, map reading and mining 
laws. Maps, photographs, drawings, tables.Bibliography, index. 622 


*Knox, James. Sunday's children. Houghton. $3.75. 
Recollections of a Methodist minister's son offer a heart-warming 
picture of family life in a small Virginia town 40 years ago. Draw- 
ings. B or 92 


*Kohl, Marguerite, & Young, Frederica.Pick-up needlework. McKay.$4.50. 
Contains basic instructions and a wealth of suggestions for making 
things for babies, children, teen-agers, women, men and the house. 
Illustrated. 746.4 
Needlepoint made easy; classic and modern, by Mrs. M. B. Picken and 
Mrs. Doris White (Harper. $3. 746.4) gives detailed directions to 
novice and expert for pursuing "a pleasurable hobby." Photographs 
and drawings. Index. 


*Kunitz, S.J. & Colby, Vineta. Twentieth century authors, first sup- 
plement; a biographical dictionary of modern literature. Wilson. $8. 
This invaluable library tool brings up to date the 1942 volume, adding 
700 new biographies, 670 with portraits,and listing the approximately 
2,550 names in a single alphabet with reference to the main sketch 
if located in the original volume. R804 


Lamb, Harold. New found land; how North America was discovered & 
explored. (Mainstream of America ser.) Doubleday. $5.75. 

Based on contemporary accounts, this interesting survey interprets 
for the general reader events from Indian migrations in prehistoric 
times to European conquest and colonization before 1600. Maps, 
chapter heads. Notes on further reading, index. 973.1 


MacIver, R.M. The pursuit of happiness; a philosophy for modern 
living. Simon & Schuster. $3. 

Pointing out the need for reflective thinking in our time, the noted 
political scientist writes wisely and simply on such themes as 
moments, the loss of privacy, science and art, sleep and death.171.4 


YP Morgan, M.C. The last wilderness. Viking. $3.95. 
R Genial, enthusiastic blend of history, folklore and odd facts about 
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the Olympic Peninsula of Puget Sound -- the pioneers who settled 
there and the conservationists who fought for the establishment of 
Olympic National Park. Endpaper map, photographs. Index. 979.7 


Neuvecelle, Jean. The Vatican; its organization, customs, and way 

of life; tr. by George Libaire. Criterion Bks. $4.50. 

A Vatican correspondent for a Paris newspaper provides a succinct, 

informing review of Vatican City and the duties of the Pope. Photo- 
graphs. 945.6 


Pahlmann, William. The Pahlmann book of interior design. Studio- 
Crowell. $7.50. 

This beautifully printed quarto explains "some of the underlying 
principles of decoration," illustrated by photographs of interiors 

by Mr. Pahlmann and his associates which are described in detail. 
Index. 747 

How to decorate and Light your home, by E.W. Commery and C.E. Stephen- 
son (Coward-McCann. $6.75. 747) contains a wealth of practical 
information on arrangement, color, furniture, accessories, lamps 

and lighting. Quarto with drawings. Appendix, index. 


*Peale, N.V. Inspiring messages for daily living. Prentice-Hall.$2.95. 
Another of the popular minister's self-help books, showing how the 
application of selected Bible texts as "spirit lifters" offers solu- 
tions of personal problems. 248 
In The prayers of Jesus, by R.S. Cushman, bp. (Abingdon. $1.75. 264), 
a former Methodist bishop has collected "meditations and verse for 
devotional use" (subtitle) based mainly on John 17. 


Raymond, Louise. Adoption... and after. Harper. $3. 

Readable guide to proper mental attitudes and procedures for those 
considering adoption, with common-sense counsel for parents of adopt- 
ed children and discussion of specific cases. List of adoptiom agen- 
cies. Bibliography, index. 362.73 


Rogers, Will. Sanity is where you find it; an affectionate history 
of the United States in the 20's and 30's by America's best-loved 
comedian; ed. by Donald Day. Houghton. $3. 

Selections from the noted humorist's newspaper columns and radio 
talks on the "foibles and follies" of human nature. 817.5 


Scully, Frank. Cross my heart. Greenberg. $5. 

Breezy, heart-warming autobiography by the Variety columnist and 
author whose strong religious faith has grown despite his many ill- 
nesses and changing fortunes. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


Sheen, F.J. bp. Thinking life through. McGraw-Hill. $3.75. 
Helpful chapters apply religious and ethical principles to such 
problems as alcoholism, juvenile delinquency, self-expression, unpop- 
ularity. Drawings. 248 


*Simon, H.W. ed. A treasury of Christmas songs and carols. Houghton. 


$4.95. 


Appropriate illustrations and brief, informative annotations enhance 
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an attractive quarto, arranged with simple piano accompaniments and 
made “practically usable for a family group." Indexes. 783 


Sloane, Eric. Eric Sloane's almanac and weather forecaster. Duell. 
$3.50. 

Delightful blend of scientific facts and homely philosophy, with 
illustrations by the author. 551.5 


YP *Spectorsky, A.C. ed. The book of the mountains. Appleton. $10. 


anthology reveals "the total sense of the mountain world and man's 
relationship to it... as it is recorded in our literature." Photo- 
graphs, drawings. 808.8 


*Spock, B.M. & Lowenberg,M.E.Feeding your baby and child. Duell. $3.75. 
A general discussion of foods precedes tested recipes and menus for 
expectant mothers and the entire family, with suggested diet during 
illness. Indexes. 649.1 
Caring for the sick child at home, by Mrs. M.S. Lowndes (Westminster. 
$3. 618.9.) gives practical suggestions for choice and preparation of 
foods, emergency measures, liaison with the doctor, games and amuse- 
ments. One chapter lists common communicable diseases. 618.9 


Tynan, Kenneth. Bull fever. Harper. $5. 

Vivid account of 12 bullfights seen in Spain by a British drama critic 
and, at the same time, a remarkable description of bullfighting tech- 
nique and its history. Photographs. 791.8 


Uris, Auren. Developing your executive skills. McGraw-Hill. $4.50. 
Sound, practical treatment of planning, decision-making, reports, 
correspondence and problems in working with people. Drawings, charts, 
tables. Index. 658.386 


Wagenknecht, E.C. Longfellow: a full-length portrait.Longmans. $6. 
Fresh appraisal, giving a "more realistic perspective" of Longfellow 
as a person, scholar, teacher and man of letters. Portrait. Appendixes, 
bibliography, notes, index. B or 92 


YP *Whalen, G.A. Mr. New York; the autobiography of Grover A. Whalen. 

RH Putnam. $5. 
The man who served in various capacities under seven New York mayors, 
organized the 1939-40 World's Fair and officially welcomed many celebri- 
ties to our shores writes informally of his rich experiences in the 
City. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


White, W.F. How far the promised land? Viking. $3.50. 

Significant advances in the American Negro's "long and tortuous march 
toward freedom" are traced by the late executive secretary of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.Index, 325.26 


Notes The price of $5.50 for Some of town of Islip's 
early history, by G.L. Weeks, jr., listed in the October 
Bookmark was pre-publication; it is now $7. 
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Fiction 


Bowles, P.F. The spider's house. Random. 43.95. 

Mainly concerned with a disillusioned American novelist and a small 
Moslem boy, this is a subtle, fascinating, modern tale of intrigue 
and terror and opposing philosophies in Fez, Morocco. 


Cost, March, pseud. The unknown angel. Lippincott. $3.50. 

Its scene a London Jubilee week end of 20 years ago, this witty, 
sophisticated novel tells of a French archeologist's search for a 
missing fragment and for the enigmatic, English model who had mysteri- 
ously left him ten years before. 


Divine, 4.D. Boy on a dolphin. Macmillan. $3. 
A bronze statue located in a ruined vessel near a Greek island is 
the subject of plot and counter-plot and a delightful courtship. 


¥ *Fair, Elizabeth. “A view of the sea. Funk. $3.50. 


In a diverting light romance, attractive, independent, English Lucy 
suddenly finds herself engaged to two young men. 


Fowler, Mrs H.M. & Harris, Bernard. The careless people. Morrow. $3.50. 
Deeply in love but aware of their responsibilities, Esther and Martin 
meet secretly in an isolated cottage only to experience danger and 
illness before, as this sensitive, mature exploration of their re- 
lationship reveals, they achieve sanity and spiritual grace. 


Linington, Elizabeth. The proud man. Viking. $3.95. 

Shane O'Neill, Prince of Ulster, is the leading character in a color- 
ful 16th century, "true story" of the impact of his savage fight for 
the unification of Ireland, told in the language of the times. 


Lofts, Mrs N.R. Winter harvest. Doubleday. $3.95. 

Through the life stories of four persons of different background, this 
compelling narrative re-creates with unsparing detail the westward 
trek of the Donner Party in the mid-1900s. 


YP *Miller, Mrs H.T. Her Christmas at the Hermitage; a tale about Rachel 


RH 


YP 
R 


and Andrew Jackson. Longmans. $2.50. 
Appealing novelette picturing the "firebrand" as a devoted husband 
and Rachel busy with holiday preparations. 


Sandoz, Mari. Miss Morissa;doctor of the gold trail.McGraw-Hill.$3.75. 
Authentic portrayal of Nebraska frontier life in the 1880s, centered 
in a woman doctor's devotion to her profession despite tragedy. 


YP *Stevenson, Mrs D.E. Amberwell. Rinehart. $3.50. 


RH 


This engaging novel shows the influence of the ancestral home in 
Scotland on the five Arytons and the changes that World War II brings. 


Wilson, Mrs D.C. Jezebel. McGraw-Hill. $3.95. 

Brilliantly evokes the ancient world when Phoenician Jezebel sought 
to lure her husband, Prince Ahab, to the worship of pagan Melkart 
instead of Jahweh. 
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Free and Juevpensive 


MATERIAL 






Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscellany 


Alternatives to the H-bomb, a symposium organized by The New Leader maga- 
zine and edited by Anatole Shub. The Beacon Press. 23 Beacon St., 
Boston 8, Mass. 1955. l124p. $1. 


Barth, Alan. When Congress investigates. (Pamphlet no. 227) 
Public Affairs Committee, Inc. 22 East 38th St., New York 16. Oct. 
1955. 28p. 25¢. 


Beckoff, Samuel. Radio and television. (Communication-arts series) 
Oxford Book Company. 222 Fourth Ave., New York 3. 1954. 92p. 60¢. 


DeWitt, W.A. The United Nations - ten years of achievement. (Pamphlet 
no.226) Public Affairs Pamphlets. 22 E. 38th St., New York 16. 
Sept. 1955. 28p. 25¢. 


Frye, W.R. Disarmament. Atoms into plowshares? (Headline series No.113) 
Foreign Policy Association, Inc., 345 E. 46th St., New York 17. Sept.- 
Oct. 1955. 67p. 35¢. 


Hill, Herbert and Greenberg. Citizen's guide to de-segregation; a story 
of social and legal change in America. The Beacon Press. 
25 Beecon St., Boston 8, Mass. 1955. 185p. $1. 


Hook, Sidney. Marx and The Marxists; the ambiguous legacy. (Anvil 
original no. 7) Van Nostrand Co., Inc. 250 Fourth Ave., New York 3. 
1955. 254p. $1.25. 


How free is free enterprise? A symposium. Proceedings of 49th annual 
conference. League for Industrial Democracy. 112 East 19th St., 
New York 3. 1954. 5d4p. 35¢. 


Kohn, Hans. Nationalism, its meaning and history. (Anvil original 
no. 8) Van Nostrand Co., Inc. 250 Fourth Ave., New York 3. 1955. 
192p. $1.25. 


Robins, D.B. The UN in world affairs; program guide to continuing 
educational programs. Foreign Policy Association. 345 East 46th St., 
New York 17. (19553 4Op. 25¢. 


Snyder, L.L. Fifty major documents of the nineteenth century. (Anvil 
original no. 10) Van Nostrand Co., Inc. 250 Fourth Ave., New York 3. 
1955. 185p. $1.25. 
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READING FOR FUN AND CREDIT 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION 


Yankee Doodle Days 


Compiled by Mary Maxon Bergh, Children's Librarian, 
Lynbrook Public Library for the NYLA Section of 
Children's and Young People's Librarians. 


Boyd, James. Drums. Scribner. $3.00. 
A boy's encounter with John Paul Jones and the active part 
he played in the war. (12-14 ) 


Eaton, Jeanette. Leader by destiny. Harcourt. $4.50. 

An arresting biography showing both the faults and virtues of 
one of our greatest men. Even Washington had to grow and 
change. (12-14) 


Edmonds, Walter. Wilderness clearing. Dodd. $2.50. 
Trouble and danger in the Mohawk Valley lightened by the romance 
and courage of a boy and girl. (10-12) 


Fast, Howard. Haym Salomon, son of liberty. Messner. $2.75. 
The moving and little-known story of a Jewish immigrant's 
devotion to the cause of Freedom. (12-14) 


Forbes, Esther. Johnny Tremain. Houghton. $3.00. 
Boston in revolt and a very young man in love as seen by Johnny, 
a boy you'll never forget. (10-14) 


Holbrook, Stewart. America's Ethan Allen. Houghton. $2.50. 
The rousing story of the hero of Fort Ticonderoga. (10-12) 


Judson, Clara. Thomas Jefferson, champion of the people. Wilcox 
& Follett. $3.50. 

"For life was freakish 

But life was fervent. 

And I was always 

Life's willing servant." (12-14) 


Lawson, Robert. Ben and me. Little. $2.50. 
A mouse's eye view of the great Ben Franklin...Clever and non- 
sensical. (8-10) 


Nolan, Jeanette. Treason at the Point. Messner. $2.50. 
Exciting intrigue as the young Drakes become involved in the 
real life spy story of John Andre and Benedict Arnold, (12-14) 


Chairman, Children's Book Committee 
Mabel B. Bell, Children's Librarian 
Countee Cullen Branch, New York Public Library 
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How Middleport Free Library Observed Its 25th Birthday 
by Mrs. Margaret Blackburn, Librarian 
To climax the 25th birthday anniversary of the Middleport Free 


Library in which the entire village and surrounding area participated, 
a Book Fair was held at the Royalton-Hartland School auditorium from 


November 16-19 last year. An artificial, six-foot, three-tier cake, 
made from chicken wire and cardboard with 25 tall, white tapers, look- 
ing extremely realistic, occupied the center of the stage. On each side 
of the cake stood large baskets of colorful flowers. 


The theme of the fair, "Let's Read -— Around the World with Books," 
was not new, but the execution of the theme was done with great imagi- 
nation and skill. On the pegboard display and racks which occupied the 
entire length of the gym auditorium, were international airplane posters 
for travel spots together with travel book jackets, dolls and art ob- 
jects of foreign lands. Corrugated paper art motifs repeated the themes 
and colors found in the posters and were used to complete the pegboard 
decorations. 


A Book Fair Decorations Committee, made up of a curator of anthro- 
pology from the Buffalo Museum and her assistants, a public school teach- 
er who possesses great artistic ability and a trustee of the library 
board, gave unselfishly of their time and effort. 


The pegboard display backdrops were loaned by a local lumber firm; 
a local woman who has traveled extensively loaned costumed dolls of many 
countries; art objects were borrowed from the Buffalo Museum and local 
churches supplied tables for book displays. Mitten letters denoting the 
subject theme were used on each table. The importance of using material 
at hand was demonstrated in many ways -- especially by the school indus- 
trial art classes converting coat hangers into book props. A pilot model 
airplane caught the eye of visitors, especially the students. The over-all 
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picture of the art work was indeed one of professional perfection. No 
librarian could possibly attain such heights alone. This truly was a 
merging of the articles with the world of books. 


A committee of three including the librarian spent many hours 
selecting the thousand new books which were on display. These came from 
Middleport Free Library, three publishing houses, a book jobber and the 
Library Extension Division, of the New York State Library. With the help 
of another committee, the librarian listed all books on display to use 
as a guide for the bibliography, for the sales and dismantling committees. 
Much credit and appreciation go to the committee who worked behind the 
scenes in setting the stage for the book display. This same committee 
took over when the curtain had dropped on the fair, packing unsold books 
and returning borrowed property. There was, over all the various commit- 
tees, a Book Fair Coordinator, whose responsibility it was to see that 
the wheels turned smoothly, and in brief, to be a "trouble shooter." 


At each session of the fair, hostesses were present to answer 
questions and direct patrons. Mimeographed Book Fair lists with full 
trade information grouped by subject and age were given to each adult. 
A special sales crew handled all cash sales as well as orders. Students 
in international costumes acted as junior hostesses and added "life" to 
the colorful display. 


"Visit Your School" was one evening's theme. This afforded an 
opportunity for parents to see the fair with their children. On another 
occasion, the Middleport Study Club offered a speaker from the nearby 
School for the Blind and a silver tea for the benefit of the library. 


The daytime hours were filled with a scheduled tour by teachers 
bringing their respective classes to the fair (an estimated 1500). Each 
student was given an airplane lapel pin bearing a tag, "I visited the 
Book Fair." They were also given a "Book Fair Wish List" on which to 
write three titles of books they would like to have. 


The wide publicity coverage included radio broadcasts from Lock- 
port and three Buffalo stations as well as frequent articles appearing 
in three area newspapers. Over 100 personal invitations were sent to 
social and service clubs and to librarians in nearby counties. Parents 
received invitations from the school. Posters made by the school art 
department were displayed in the business sections of nearby towns. 


The fair was a success financially, but more important, it.offer- 
ed an opportunity to make known to the community the services of the li- 
brary and "the wonderful world of books." 


Editor's Notes This is an example of a way in 
which libraries can observe anniversaries. Let 
us know about your plans and celebrations. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


(ren Recent Accessions 


Za 


Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Ethel Lansing, Order Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may 
not have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. 
Please use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


BIOGRAPHY 


Barker, Charles Albro. Henry George. New York, Oxford University Press, 
1955.  696p. 330.92 G3Ab 


Borodin, Nikolai Mikhailovich. One man in his time. New York, Macmillan, 
1955.  343p. 616.01 Zb7b 


Cannon, James, Bp. Bishop Cannon's own story: Life as I have seen it. 
Edited by Richard L. Watson, Jr. Durham, N.C., Duke University 
Press, 1955. 465p. 287.673 Zc22c 


Gatti, Carlo. Verdi, the man and his music. Translated from the Italian 
by Elisabeth Abbott. New York, Putnam ;19555 371p. 780.92 V48g 


Jackson, Frederick Herbert. Simeon Eben Baldwin: lawyer, social scien- 
tist, statesman. New York, King's Crown Press, Columbia University, 
1955. 29lp. Law Lib. 


FOR THE AUTOMOBILE OWNER 


Brewer, Allen F. Basic lubrication practice. New York, Reinhold Pub. 
Corp., 1955. 286p. 621.89 B847 


Crouse, William Harry. Automotive chassis and body: construction, oper- 
ation, and maintenance. New York, McGraw-Hill ¢19553 609p. 
629.24 6952 


FRANCE 


Farmer, Paul. Vichy: political dilemma. New York, Columbia University 
Press, 1955. 376p. 944.08 F234 


Lithy, Herbert. France against herself; a perceptive study of France's 
past, her politics, and her unending crises. Translated by Eric 
Mosbacher. New York, Praeger 1955 476p. (Books that matter) 

944.082 L948 
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NATURE AROUND THE WORLD 


Carpenter, Stanley J. Mosquitoes of North America (north of Mexico) by 
Stanley J. Carpenter and Walter J. La Casse. Berkeley, University 
of California Press, 1955. 360p. 595.771 (297 


Cave, Francis 0. Birds of the Sudan, their identification and distri- 
bution, by Francis 0, Cave and James D. Macdonald. Edinburgh, 
Oliver and Boyd ,1955y 4Adp. 598 .29624 C378 


Gooch, George Bernard. The strange world of nature. New York, Crowell 
c19553 160p. 591.5 G645 


McCowan, Daniel. Upland trails. Toronto, Macmillan Co. of Canada, 1955. 
158p. 570.971 M131 


Richardson, Wyman. The house on Nauset Marsh. New York, Norton -195535 
223p. 570.9744 R526 


SOME NORTHERN COUNTRIES 


Mickelsen, Mary Bikkie. The northern light; an American looks at Finland 
and Scandinavia. New York, Exposition Press (19557 537p. 
914.71 M625 


Rodnick, David. The Norwegians; a study in national culture. Washington, 
Public Affairs Press (19557 165p. 914.81 R694 


TRAVEL, HERE AND THERE 


Balsan, Francois. Capricorn road. Translated from the French by Pamela 
Search. New York, Philosophical Library, 1955. 252p. 916.8 B196 


Maziere, Francis. Expedition Tumuc-Humac. Garden City, N.Y., Doubleday, 
1955. 2249p. 918.8 M476 


Migot, André. Tibetan marches. Translated from the French and with an 
introd. by Peter Fleming. New York, Dutton, 1955. 255p. 
915.15 M636 


Ogrizek, Doré, Spain. New York, McGraw-Hill ,1955, 263p. 914.6 035s 


WOMEN 


Jones, Katharine M., ed. Heroines of Dixie; Confederate women tell their 
story of the War. Indianapolis, Bobbs-Merrill - 19555 430p. 
973.782 ZAj 
Leconfield, Maud Mary (Lyttelton) Wyndham, ed. Three Howard sisters; se- 
lections from the writings of Lady Caroline Lascelles, Lady Dover, 
and Countess Gower, 1825 to 1833. London, Murray ,_1955) 
942.074 L466 
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Official Publications 


OF NEW YORK STATE 


TREES RO 


Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 


*Available to libraries from New York State Library, Gift 
and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York. Other items 
may be obtained from issuing office. 


*AGING, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON PROBLEMS OF THE. Report, 
Sth...1955. (1955) 162p. (Cover title: Making the years 
count; Legis Doc 1955 no. 32) 


*AUDIT AND CONTROL, DEPT. OF. Fiscal data for municipalities of 
New York state. 1955. 53p. 


*BANKING DEPT. Annual report of the superintendent of banks for 
the year December 31, 1954; volume l, relative to state banks, 
trust companies, industrial banks and private bankers. 1954. 
388p. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 19) 


“EDUCATION DEPT. The law and the rules of practice relating to 
appeals to the Commissioner of education. 1955. 2p. 
(Handbook 1) 


* New laws affecting education, prepared by John P. Jehu. 
1955. 13p. 


# __ Proceedings of the 87th convocation of the University of the 
state of New York, April 8 and 9, 1954. (1955)  336p. 
(University of the state of New York bulletin, no. 1436; 

July 1955) 


* __ Regents scholarships for medicine and dentistry: law, rules 
and information, September 1955. (1955) 24p. (Handbook 49) 


* __ Regents war service scholarships for veterans: law, regulations 
and information September 1955. (1955) 17p. (Handbook 46) 


* __ Regulations of the Commissioner of education of the state of 
New York; containing amendments from February 1951 to December 
1954, inclusive. 1955. 70p. 


__. A state board of education in action; the philosophies and 
practices of the Board of regents of the University of the 
state of New York, an address by John F. Brosnan. (1955) 1ldp. 


*___ Working together in the fulfillment of the mission we share; 
an address by James E. Allen, Jr., Commissioner of education, 
New York state. (1955) 10p. 
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*EDUCATION DEPT. Division of archives and history. Schuyler mansion: 
a critical catalogue of the furnishings and decorations, by Anna 
K. Cunningham. 1955. ldlp. 


*LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of employment. After the therblig - what? 
an address by Karel F. Ficek. (1955) 9p. 


LAW, DEPT. OF. Report of Columbia county investigation to Hon. Jacob 
K. Javits. (1955) 23p. 


* Report of Saratoga county investigation to Hon. Jacob K. Javits. 
(1955)  31p. 


LEGISLATURE. New York legislative documents, 174th session, 1951. 
Vols e 1-15 © 


*NATURAL RESOURCES, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1955. 
1955. 285p. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 76; Cover title: Our lands, 
forests, waters and air) 


*NEW YORK STATE TEACHERS RETIREMENT SYSTEM. Annual report, 1955. 
(1955) 9p. 


SARATOGA SPRINGS AUTHORITY. Annual report, Saratoga Springs, 
commission and Saratoga Springs authority, 1954. (1955) 28p. 


STATE, DEPT. OF. Official compilation of codes, rules and regulations 
of the state of New York, Official supplement, tenth, January l, 
1954 to December 31, 1954, inclusive. 1955. 1796p. 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithacg. Department 
of agricultural economics. Incorporation of the farm business, 
by Robert S. Smith. (1955) 17p. Mimeo. (A.E. 831, revised 
September 1955) 


*STATE LABOR RELATIONS BOARD. Annual analysis of decisions, 18th... 
for the year ended December 31, 1954. 1955. 128p. 


STATE POLICE, DIVISION OF. Annual report of the New York state 
troopers, 37th...for the year 1954. 1955. 58p. 


STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell university, 
Ithaca. Bibliography of labor union directories and yearbooks, 
January 1955, prepared by Grace Horton. (1955) 7p. Mimeo. 


* __ Interaction process analysis of professional behavior, by Henry 
A. Landsberger. (1955) Var. pag. (Reprint series no. 38) 


___. NLRB policy on the employer's duty to supply economic data for 
bargaining, by John W. Leonard. (1955) Var. pag. (Reprint 
series no. 37) 


STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK. Excerpts from the New York state 
education law relating to...,(1955)  79p. 
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a FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Activities in Cibraries 


Edited by Jean L. Connor and I. Marie Gustafson, Library Extension 
MULTI-COUNTY ACTIVITIES 


Herkimer-Montgomery. The two-county library association met at the 
Canajoharie Library and Art Gallery on the evening of November 9. 
Speakers included Harold Hacker of the Monroe County Library System 
and Wilfred Morin of the Division of Library Extension. A planning 
committee was appointed. 


Wayne, Livingston and Monroe. The Wayne County Library System received 
a provisional charter on October 28. The Library plans to form a 
multi-county system with Livingston and Monroe counties. 


ACTIVITIES BY COUNTY 


Albany. In celebration of November as “Know your library month", spon- 
sored by the General Federation of Women's Clubs, invitations were 
sent to club members by the Albany Public Library to visit all 
branches and open house was held at the Harmanus Bleecker Library. 
The Freedom Committee of Albany is sponsoring a series of dis- 
cussion meetings at the Albany Public Library. Three open air con- 
certs by talented artists were sponsored by the Rensselaerville 
Library this summer. The new Delmar Public Library building was 
dedicated, as a Book Week event, on November 15. Participating in 
the ceremonies were Dr. Theodore Wenzl, Charles Armstrong, L.Marion 
Moshier, Dr. Frank L. Tolman, Mrs. John D. Brown and Mrs. Mary 
Lindsey. The Progress Club furnished the community meeting room 
in honor of the club women who originated the library in 1913. 


Brooklyn. The first branch of the Brooklyn Public Library at a 
housing project has been opened at Cypress Hills. 


Broome. Photographic charging has been introduced at the Binghamton 
Public Library. 


Cattaraugus. A series of special exhibitions on job opportunities in 
Olean area has been held in the Olean Public Library. Construction 
of a reading room addition to be known as the Snover Memorial Balcony 
has begun at the Randolph Free Library. 


Erie. The Lancaster Public Library had a booth at the Como Park Elemen- 
tary School Book Fair during National Education Week. In a program 
aimed at securing assistance in strengthening the industrial research 
collections of the Buffalo and Erie County Public Library, the Spencer 
Kellogg Company has given the library the "Chemical Economics Handbook" 
service. 
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Lewis. American Heritage discussion programs are being held at the Low- 
ville Free Library. 


Monroe. The Rochester Public Library sponsored an exhibit at the Industry 
on Parade show and made provision for registration of new borrowers at 
the booth. One radio and two TV programs promoting the Rochester 
Public Library are now being carried over local networks. Harold 
Hacker is disc jockey on a radio history of jazz series which pro- 
motes the record collections. Book-of-the-Week reviews prepared by 
the library are included in a morning broadcast and a women's program 
includes regular new book discussions. A telescriber, a device to 
speed requests from the Reference Division to the stacks, is planned 
for the Rochester Public Library. Bookmobile service, to begin July 
1, to replace most of the sub-branches and serve areas not readily 
accessible to any branch library is projected by the Rochester Public 
Library. 


Nassau. The Nassau County Library Association held its annual fall insti- 
tute on October 20th at Floral Park. Workshops were held on public 
relations, trustees, in-service training and friends of libraries 
groups. The Levittown Public Library has resumed its Great Books 
discussion groups meetings. Great Books programs are also being held 
at the Port Washington Public Library and the Oyster Bay Public 
Library. A hobby show highlighted the fall meeting of the Friends 
of the Floral Park Public Library on October 25th. The Freeport 
Village Board has approved a $240,000 addition to the Freeport 
Memorial Library subject to permissive referendum. The Hicksville 
Public Library has initiated a map collection. The fourth anni- 
versary of the opening of the Peninsula Public Library was held on 
November 6th with an open house and presentation of a gift of books 
from the Five Towns Jewish Tercentenary Committee. Construction of 
a one-room extension to the library is being planned. 


New York. Alan L. Heyneman, formerly of the Library of Congress, has 
been appointed Chief of the Personnel Office of the New York Public 
Library. The new Donnell Regional Branch of the New York Public 
Library is expected to open mid-December. Miss Katherine L. O'Brien 
will be the head. 


Orange. Regular film showings are held at the Highland Falls Public 
Library. 


Orleans. The Friends of the Libraries of Orleans County met in the Swan 
Library, Albion, in September. The program included a slide trave- 
logue show. 


Queens. Freedom Agenda Series and World Politics Groups are being held 
in the Central Building and Jackson Heights Branch of the Queens 
Borough Public Library. Great Books Programs are in process in six 
branch libraries and the Central Building. A program and exhibit on 
children's reading was held at the Queens Village Branch, October 31- 
November 5. An architectural survey of the Central Building of the 
Queens Borough Public Library recommends enlarging and remodeling the 
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building at a cost of $4,000,000. Space for 860,000 books is recom-. 
mended in contrast to the present collection of 327,000. The Flushing 
Branch of the Queens Borough Public Library has been demolished and 

a new $657,000 building will be constructed on the same site. 


St. Lawrence. The formal opening of the new library at Rensselaer Falls, 
a branch of the Canton Free Library, was held on October 21. 


Schenectady. Two Book Week programs, given in cooperation with the Junior 
League, were held in the Schenectady County Public Library. They were 
a puppet show for children and an informal discussion of children's 
books. Open house at the new Wingate Branch of the Schenectady County 
Public Library, located in a community shopping center, was held on 
September 28. 


Steuben. Mrs. Mary McCabe Walsh, librarian of the Corning Public Library 
for the past 33 years, is resigning on December lst. An exhibit of 
twenty-one cases of unusual and unique buttons was held at the Corning 
Public Library. 


Suffolk. The appropriation of $70,000 to finance a new library building 
for the Blue Point Public Library was passed by a margin of 16 votes. 


Sullivan. The Livingston Manor Library Association has purchased the old 
fire house and plans to remodel it to fit library needs. 


Tompkins. The Friends of the Cornell Public Library, Ithaca, sponsored 
the ninth annual book sale for the benefit of the library. Mr. John 


W. Thomas of Trumansburg has been appointed chairman of a Tompkins 
County committee studying a plan for a county federation of libraries. 


Washington. The new building of the Burton Library in Easton was dedi- 
cated on September 10. 


Westchester. An exhibit of "old time childhood treasures" was held at 
the Katonah Village Library. A piano concert was held for the benefit 
of the Rye Free Reading Room. Mrs. Benjamin 0. Warren, Library 
Director of the Warner Library, Tarrytown, will retire at the end 
of this year and Wayne Gossage, of Levittown, has been appointed to 
succeed her. 


®* @estt8e8 & @ 


"Public relations is the attempt, by information, persuasion, 
and adjustment, to engineer public support for an activity, cause, 
movement or institution. 

"Professionally, its activities are planned and executed by 
trained practitioners in accordance with scientific principles, 
based on the findings of social scientists. Their dispassionate 
approach and methods may be likened to those of the engineering 
professions which stem from the physical sciences." 


From The engineering of consent, ed. by Edward L. Bernays. 
Copyright 1955 by the University of Oklahoma Press. $3.75. 
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“AND OF STATE- -WIDE INTEREST 


Edited by Wilfred Laurier Morin, Mason Tolman, Edgar Tompkins 


Conference Attendance: Dr. Charles F. Gosnell attended a meeting of the 
Steering Committee for the Implementation of Management Surveys and a 
meeting of the Executive Board of the American Library Association at 
Chicago during the week of November 9-12. - Dr. Gosnell was a delegate 

to the White House Conference on Education at Washington, D.C. from 
November 28-December 1. - Staff members of the New York State Library 
attended the annual Conference of Eastern College and Reference Li- 
brarians at Columbia University in New York City on November 26. - On 
October 28, 1955, the Association of Law Libraries of New York State met 
at the Cornell Law School at Ithaca, New York. Ernest H. Breuer, New York 
State Law Librarian, is president of this group, and Nancy Stirling, also 
of the State Law Library staff, is its treasurer. Among the other librar- 
ies represented were Matthew Bender Company, Lawyers Cooperative Publish- 
ing Company, the Library of the Appellate Division at Rochester, Cornell 
Law School, Association of the Bar of the City of New York, the Supreme 
Court Library at Utica, the Supreme Court Library at Buffalo, and the 
Court of Appeals Library at Syracuse. High on the list of subjects dis- 
cussed was the topic, "How the State Library Can Serve You." Mrs. Ethel 
E. Lansing and Peter Paulson joined with Mr. Breuer in discussing this 
problem. - William P. Leonard, Legislative Reference Librarian, attended 
a conference of the National Association of Legislative Service Agencies, 
at Miami Beach, Florida, from October 15-19. - Ida M. Cohen, Reference 
Section, attended a joint meeting of the Picture Division, Newspaper 
Division, Geography and Map Division of the Special Libraries Associ- 
ation at the Cities Service Photo Library, 70 Pine Street, New York City, 
on November 14. 


cations have been issued by the State Fess talk of Public Works for re- 
modeling the Law and Medical Libraries. It is anticipated that construc- 
tion will begin during January. 


Oil Painting of Dr. Street: A portrait of Alfred B. Street, Director of 
the New York State Library from 1848 to 1862, has been presented to the 
New York State Library by his granddaughter, Mrs. B.K. Sandwell, of 
Toronto, Canada. 


The Charles W. Follett Award: For worthy contributions to children's 
literature, $3,000 is awarded annually for fiction or nonfiction for the 
age-range, 8-16. The contest opens on January 1 of each year and closes 
July 1 of the same year. Entries may be sent to Wilcox & Follett Co., 
Publishers, 1255 South Wabash Ave., Chicago 5, Illinois. 
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ALA Drafts Pay Plan: "The Library's Pay Plan: A Statement of Principles" 
was drafted by the Board of Personnel Administration and adopted by the 
Council of the American Library Association. Nine related tenets which 
are basic to the foundation of an equitable pay plan have been formulated. 
Individual copies may be secured from the Office of Personnel Adminis- 


tration, American Library Association, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago 11, 
Illinois. 


Exhibits: A new display in the rotunda of the New York State Library has 
for its subject, "History of Religion in Albany." A collection of paper- 
bound editions, borrowed from Columbia University, useful for building a 
personal library, is also on display. These will remain on view through- 
out the month of December. 


Fund for Adult Education: The Fund for Adult Education is offering for 
1956-57 approximately 20 grants to individuals for practical experience, 
university study, or combinations of the two, in liberal adult education. 
All inquiries for applications and other communications should be ad- 
dressed to:Leadership Training Awards, The Fund for Adult Education, 

141 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago 4, Illinois. 


State Publications: At the last session of the Legislature a law was 
enacted to facilitate the distribution of New York State documents. 
Under the terms of the new law the New York State Library will be pro- 
vided with 200 copies of every legislative document and of every report 
of departments, commissions, and institutions. The enactment of this 
law will enable the State Library to put into operation its proposed de- 
pository plan under which at least one library in each county of the 
State will receive copies of all State Government publications as soon 
as they are published. Last year a preliminary survey was taken, and 

78 public, college and courthouse libraries expressed an interest in 
being designated depositories. This program is also expected to be used 
in exchange work with out-of-state libraries and for implementing a pro- 
gram to be developed by the National Association of Legislative Research 
Agencies for the exchange of legislative research materials. 


NYLA'S Exchange-Visitor Program. The program is authorized by the U.S. 
Department of State and conducted by the NYLA to provide for the appoint- 
ment of exchange and intern librarians for a period of one or two years 
in New York State libraries and in the libraries of various foreign 
countries. Any professional librarian working in a New York State 
library is eligible. Countries included in the program are: United 
Kingdom, Scandinavian countries, West Germany, France, Australia, New 
Zealand, Switzerland, Japan, India, Canada, Mexico, Brazil, Peru, Chile, 
Netherlands, Belgium, Austria, Thailand, Bermuda, and Indonesia, If 
interested, please get in touch with Dr. Stephen A. McCarthy, Director, 
Cornell University Library, Ithaca, New York, and Chairman of the NYLA'S 
Exchange-Visitor Program. 


The Bookmark December, 1955 





Doctor James I. Wyer, State Librarian 1908-1938 


Doctor Wyer, New York State Librarian for 30 years, from June 
1908 to September 1938, died at 86 on November 1 at Salt Lake City where 
he made his home after his retirement from library work. There was a 
simple but beautiful funeral service at Albany on November 7, attended 
by the family and friends, present and past members of the State Library 
staff, and representatives of libraries in the Capital District. Later, 
at a State Library staff meeting, Dr. Gosnell called for a moment of 
silence in his memory. 


To this great library leader, New York State in particular owes 
and gladly accords, a warm tribute. As State Librarian, his devotion to 
the cause of libraries and his wise understanding of the problems of indi- 
vidual library workers, made him a notable figure here during his years 
of service in the State. 


Perhaps the most remarkable of his achievements for New York 
State was the vast work he undertook, and carried to an astonishing de- 
gree of completeness, of rebuilding the State Library after the disastrous 
fire of 1911 that destroyed its collections. As the minutes of the Board 
of Regents at the time of his retirement noted, he had a "singleness of 
purpose in rebuilding our library, a task absorbing the major part of his 
life. He leaves a great library greater, larger and of wider usefulness 
than ever before." 


He was also Director of the New York State Library School for 
18 years, prior to transfer of the School to Columbia University and he 
was an inspiring teacher at the School. Those who were his students at 
that time (and they came from all over the United States and from foreign 
lands) have many times expressed publicly their abiding respect, admir- 
ation and affection for him. This was exemplified by his being elected 
President of the New York State Library School Association in 1926 and 
serving thus for many years. 
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Honors came to him in his library career. He was President of 
the American Library Association, the New York Library Association, the 
Association of American Library Schools, the National Association of 
State Libraries. In World War I he was Chairman of the War Service 
Committee of the American Library Association which raised more than 
five million dollars and maintained libraries for the Army and the Navy 
in this country and abroad. 


His library service covered not only New York State but also 
the national field. He served at the Minneapolis Public Library, the 
Louisville Public Library, and, as librarian, the University of Nebraska 
Library. He was the author of several books on library science and was 
a frequent contributor to professional journals. 


He was a keen and competent bibliographer. He loved books -- 
and read them and talked about them with enthusiasm and discrimination. 
He loved poetry, too, and was something of a poet; many a student and 
friend cherish verses or couplets that he wrote. 


He was also a famed stamp collector, and was President of the 
Fort Orange Stamp Club of Albany and later of the Deseret Stamp Club of 
Salt Lake City, and was a member of the American Philatelic Association 
and the Collectors Club of New York. 


Perhaps it is not widely known that he was, too, a lover of 
mountains, and mountain climbing, and had climbed in the Adirondacks and 
the Rockies. An ardent devotee of walking, he was well known as such 
when he lived in Albany, and students, in the Library School days, often 
accompanied him to the nearby country and its hills and woods. 


He was a humanitarian even more than he was a librarian. There 
are men and women now on the staff of the State Library who recall the 
days of his stewardship with deep affection and gratitude, and there 
are many who worked as his associates who attest to their realization 
of the privilege it was to have served with a librarian of such high 
standards, keen sense of justice, competence, humor, zeal and kindliness. 
he made a fine and enduring impress on library development in New York 
State. 


(By one who worked with Dr. wyer 
and knew him well.) 


The Bookmark December, 1955 





BOOKS AND LIBRARIES IN MY LIFE 


Dr. John M. Reiner, speaking in a radio series, "Through the 
Library Door," conducted by the Saratoga Springs Public Library, 
Sundays, 12:05-12:15, over WSPN (900) had this to say: 


"When one is asked to make a speech, it is customary to say 
something like: ‘It's a pleasure and an honor to be here.' 
Today I can say this truthfully as well as politely. Books 
and libraries have been important in my life for more than 30 
years, and I must confess that I enjoy talking about them. 


"Public libraries entered my life for the first time when 
I started high school. I am sorry to say that I found school 
boring and not very instructive. But I discovered a small 
branch of the Carnegie library about a mile from my home. It 
wasn't much of a neighborhood for books; but the head librarian 
was a wonderful woman who kept the place stocked with the best 
books of every kind, whether anybody was around to read them 
or not. So-I did something everyone should do sometime in his 
life -—- I read wildly, without discrimination -- novels, biogra- 
phies, biology, physics, chemistry, philosophy, psychology. 
One week I read all the adventure stories of Sabatini and Dumas; 
another week I tried to learn Chinese. I didn't read what some- 
body told me wes good -- I read anything I found on the shelves 
that looked interesting. I read a lot of trash and I met the 
greatest minds of the age -- Bernard Shaw, Bertrand Russell, 


H.G. Wells, Albert Einstein. In the process, I gradually ac- 
quired taste and judgment. But, much more important, I had 
a wonderful time. 


"This brings up a point that teachers and others who try to 
make you cultured usually forget to mention: They tell you 
that education is important, which it is, and useful, which 
it likewise is. But they do not tell you the most important 
thing of all -—- that reading, thinking, and talking with others 
who read and think are fun -- that using your brain, once you 
get over the first shock, is one of the greatest pleasures, and 
certainly the most durable pleasure, that a human being can hope 
to enjoy. The man who doesn't read is a nervous wreck if the 
TV set goes out of order for an evening. If he lives more than 
a mile from a movie, he thinks he's been exiled to Siberia. The 
great blessing of silence irritates him instead of soothing him. 
But the man who has stocked his brain by reading, and exercised 
it by thinking -- lock him in solitary, in the deepest dungeon 
and throw away the key, and yet he will have within himself a 
source a consolation and entertainment that nothing can take 
away from him." 


* 








